WEDNESDAY and THURS? 


PROM THE 


Elders, Minifters, and Meffengers, 


OF THE SEVER AL 


BAPTIST CHUR CHES’ 


THE 


CIRCULAR 


UNION 


@ 


“WESTERN ASSOCIZ 


ASSEMBLED AT 


KINGSBRIDGE, 


Sth and 6th Juwe, 1805. 


the important Doctrines of three equal Persons 
_ im the Godhead; ‘eternal and personal Election ; original 

Sing particular Redemption; free Justification by the 
Gmiputed Righteotsness of Christ; efficacious Grace in 

Regeneration; the final Perservance of true Saints; the 
the future Judgment; the 

~ ternal Happiness of the Righteous, and endless Misery of 
(Churches, inviolably : 


To the several Churches they represent, or fir which 


«they have recetved Letters. 
Grace be to you, and Peace from God the Father, aod from 


Dean Barruzes, ber 


es by that indulgent providence, which ha 
aeeiaian us to assemble, we have again met ; and in 
your 


corresponded 
Some things have tanped in the ps year, 
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which we deplore; and others. in which we rejoice. Now 
‘we have felt the rising sigh, and then our hearts have glowed 
with gratefal gladness. ‘Upon the whole, the state of the 
churches is such, as- indicates, we trust,.that the Lord is 
carrying ‘on bis work. ‘To those of you with whom its pro- 
gress is impeded, we say, Is there pot acause? A cause 
which rests with you, and which it becomes you to search 
out ? We exhort such ‘to be watchful, and strengthen the 
things witich “are'ready to dit, to ‘repent and do their first 


_” works ; convinced that unless.they thus act, they will neither 


rticipate the sentiments, or acquicsce in the design of our 
tier. 

“Tus IMPORTANCE OF STRENVOUS EXERTIONS IN THE 
cause oF Ongist; i the subject upon which we are this 
year calied to address you. . What indeed brethren, can 
claim your attention of equal moment ? Or-what deserve so 
? 
Considering you the friends of Christ, to advocate such a 
 @auise, might seem unnecessary, were we not apprised of the 
imfluence of depravity in the best of men ; «and the most 
eminent saints, have need that wc? ese minds be stirred 
up toa remembrance of those things ‘which are lovely, and of 
ue tenho said, both from the pulpit, and the press 
ov this interesting theme ; and with much success. A pow- 
erful impulse has thereby been em to ‘the prayers, and 
labours, of the servants of our ; and great good has 
Yesulied thercfrem, in the conversion of souls, and the en- 
largement.of the Redeemer'’s kingdom: We doubt not but 
you ‘have in general read, and “heard of these things with 

easure. Your souls have felt a sacred ardour. when you 
ve joined the general prayer, Thy kingdomecome. You 
have travailed’im: birth with:sinners that Christ may be formed 
each , Lord what wilt thou have me to 

0? In what way shall I assist to extend thy cause among 
| ut this does not-re our atterapts.to renew, and gi 

acreasing your exertions, superfluous. We 
particular claims to your attention. We are peculiarly con- 
cerned that you come behind in no gift. - You are interested 
in our annual salutations ; and read with pleasure these ex- 


pressions our unabating concern. Many of you are not 


to.prooure, or have time to read; more labored praduc- 
tions ; and those of you with whom it is otherwisc, will not 
dislike to see comprised small compass, which 
you have more veonsidetod, It is therefore with con- 
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fidence, that we urge it upon you to exert yourselves in the 
eause of the Saviour. 
Be careful however, that these exertions are made in his . 
cause, and not your own ; except»as you make his interest 
yours, and are one with him. The efforts of many, are 
confined to the precincts of their own narrow circle, or di- 
rected to the support of their own sect, or party ; beyond this, 
they do not extend their views ; and grieved if -success await 
others, they are ready to pray the Lord, to rebuke those who 
do not go with them. We do not wish you to be indifferent 
to those sentiments by which you are distinguished ; per- 
ssuaded that were you thus, your professions of regard to 


truth in general, would be questionable. Yet we must caution 


you against the selfish policy which would limit your desires, 
and prevent your most enlarged activity. Let your souls 
pand; exert yourselves in your immediate connexious ; 
unite with the friends of Christ in other places, and of other 
denominations ; be one with all who ‘engage in this good 
work ; and rejoice in every instance in which the kingdom 
of the Redeemer is extended. Pe | bi ae 
To im your minds more with the importance of 
these thing. permit us to of ‘the c 
Christ to sinners. The cause in which we wish you to exert 
yourselves, is that which Jesus has thought worthy of his at- 
tention, and in which he has employed his most active éner- 
gies. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, whathon 
he was rich, yet he became poor, that through his poverty 
might enrich and save the impoverished, and the perishing. 


Behold him, humbled in your nature, and appearing in the 


form of a servant. How did he feel compassion for the 
multitude, when he saw them as s without a shepherd ; 
and beginto teach them many things! He was grieved for 
their hardness of heart ; wept over the incorrigible ; and be- 
wailed their impenitence. What was his life, but obedience 


for their acceptance ? What, the great design which ani- 
mated his affectionate, faithful, and incessant labours, but to 


turn them from wickedness, and bring theny into a state of 
reconciliation to God ? See him in death : amidst i iny 
for their 


and exquisite anguish, he made bis soul an offering 
sins; and magnanimously ‘supported the goilt of their 
v 


accumulated crimes, while sustaining the just vengeance ;of 
heaven which was due ‘unto them! What-could have been 


_ done more than he has done ?: And ought not you,,who are 
thus benefited ‘by the migh 
| Mers, to arm ‘yourselves wi 


exertions of the friend of sin- 
the same miod and engage 


The 


% 


; 
| 
4 
‘ 

r 
| 
. 
4 
4 
> 
% 
é 


4 


The apdsties partook of the spirit of their master, and stren- 
uously employed themselves through life, to extend the cause 
which he lived and died to establish. They no sooner found 
Christ themselves, than they sought to bring their kindred and 
others to him, their exertions-were unabating. To this end, 
they prayed and preached, warned, admonished, and reprov- 
ed, with all long-suffering, and doctrine. To this end, we 
see them enduring hunger, thirst, nakedness, bonds, and im- 
prisonments :- For them to live was Christ, and deaths the 
most painful were not shunned, if thereby they might enlarge 
his empire. 

Private christians, felt the same sacred ardour: attach- 
ment to the Saviour, led them to forsake all for him; and 
they were made a gazing stock, both by reproaches and 
afflictions ; and became companions of them that were so 
used. What a noble army of martyrs, have since died in 
support of this cause! How many millions of the followers 
of the Lamb, have laboured, fought, and bled for him! We 
live in days more friendly to the religion of Jesus, and more 


favorable to exertions in promoting it. Many of our dear - 


brethren, possessing apostolic, and primitive zeal, have for- 
_gaken their country an@ kindred ; braved the dangers of the 
“ocean ; exposed’ themselves to inhospitable climes, and men 
more inhospitably savage ; while many others are zealously 
endeavouring to spread the savour of Christ's name, in places 
where he is scarcely known in ourownland. And are there 
_any of you who are indulging in supineness, and remaining 
inactive ? If you are not alert, what kindred can you claim 
‘to prophets, apostles, and martyrs ? What relation can you 
‘Bear to these servants of our God ? Brethren, yeu are com- 
passed about with a great cloud of witmesses-: their faith, and 
patience, their sufferings and zeal, the fervour of their 
prayers, the constancy of their courage, the stability of 
-their hope, all call upon you to rouse yourselves from in- 
difference. Were you to think it of:no importance that you 
* should be active, you must conclude that they have run in 
~ -wain, and laboured in vain ; and that the cause in which they 
have sacrificed so much, is not worth such sacrifices. But 


" "you disdgin the mean, ungencrous thought, and say, thou art 


' worthy O Lord, for thou hast redeemed us by thy blood, and 
we are thine! Remember then, 

' “That there is yet much to be,done in extending the kingdom 

ef Christ. You cannot think that we call upon you to exert 

yourselves without reason, if you look over those almost un- 

bounded fields that are ripening for the harvest. Much has 

been done in planting and watering, and great has been the 
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' increase ; yet all that has been gathered, is but, the first fruits 
) of that which remaius. * The prophecies, and geste assure 
us, that the whole earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord ; but what a different aspect does the world yet wear ! 
The far greater part of it is at this moment py in heath- 
_ enish darkness, blind superstition, and gross prophanity. How 
many millions are perishing for lack of knowledge! What 

; multitudes around you, are without God, without Christ, 
and without hope! Were the missions already established, 

increased to so mahy hundreds, there would be room for more, - 

Were you all possessed of thousands, you might expend them 
in this cause, and regret that you were poor, Were every one 
of you gifted like Paul, you might exert your powers, and 
spend your lives in this work, and leave much more to be done 
by succeeding generations, than you would be able toaccom- 
plish. Your consecrated gold, your devoted talents, your unr 
wearied exertions would never perform all which the Lord has 
designed in the salvation of sinners. ‘There is ample scope for 
your most enlarged desires, and prayers; room enough fot all 
your energies to be employed. If then, you feel what you 
| ought, you cannot, you will not be inactive. in 
Let it not be forgotten, that a// of you may do something in 
this good work, and that your obligations to it are great. You 
y naturally expect that your ministers, and gifted brethren 
should be active ; but do not leave them to act alone. For 

these to be employed, is all that is requisite in the apprehen- 
sions of many ; but for themselves, they may sit still, they 

| , can do nothing, or at most, but be concerned about their own 
salvation. Selfish, destestable conclusion! Brethren, cherish 
not a sentiment so unworthy your character, so dishonourable 

to the Saviour, and so unfriendly to his cause. As the mini- 

| sters of Christ, there is nothing we would deprecate so much, 
| as luke-warmnesgs in his work; but let not our labours be so- 
litary. .Much of our comfort, and usefulness, depends on your 
| uniting with us.| We derive energy from your prayers, and 
zeal; and it too frequently happens, that we are discouraged 

when we see in you a want of fervour and diligence, and the 
work of the Lord is hindered. Which of you can say, there 
is nothing for me to do? T have no talent to improve? What, 
are you so poor that you haye tot a mite to cast into the 
treasury of the Lord? Have you no children, no servants to 
instruct ? Have you no meighbours, no acquaintance without 
Christ; for whom you may pray, with whom you may con- 
verse, or whom you may influence to attend the preaching of 
the gospel? Haye ‘you done all that you can; and is there 

mothing mpre for you to do, ¥ with complacency to say, it 
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is fuished, and 1 may take my ease? Oh, no! The most 
active among you, have cause for painful regret that you have 
done no more; and while your obligations to greater activity 
are so many, we call upon you, by the indefatigable life, and 
dying agonies of the Redeemer; by the unwearied attempts of 
rophets, apostles, and other servants of the Lord; by the 
invaluable worth, and perishing condition of numerous Im- 
mortals ; by all the misery of sin, and of hell; and by all the 
joys of holiness, and of heaven; to be instant in scason, and 
* (put of season ; satisfied that in such a work, a wise and holy 
zeal, can never be disproportioned in its excess... Think rather 
when comparing it with the vast object it embraces, how in- 
adequate are its most extended operations, If such ideas are 
encouraged, they will invigorate your prayers and endeavours ; 
you will not so severely scrutinize the capabilities of others, 
or watth over their possible deficiencies, as you will regard 
with jealous anxiety, those opportunities of usefulness that are 
immediately presented to yourselves; and we shall hope -to 
congratulate you in the greater prosperity of our churches, and 
the increase of Christ’s kingdom. For we observe, 
That exertions in his cause were never made in vain, Faith 
and hope, are of vast importance in the christian warfare. It 


was by thesdformer, that the worthies of old, put to flight © 


the armies of the aliens; and of the latter itis said we are 
saved by hope. That we may do much for God, we should 
seek those graces whereby others have been succeeded. No- 
thing will enervate us like despondency; it destroys the very 
inclination to activity, wlfile it magnifies’ existing difficulties. 
This makes the fearful soul to cry, there is a lion in the way ; 
and ender its unhappy influences many sit down with the idea 
that they can do nothing. ) 

Those who attentively read the life of Christ, will perceive 
‘that he was constantly reproving the unbelief of his disciples, 
and urging faith upon them, as absolutely necessary, if they 
would exert themselves to any good purpose in his cause. 
When they failed to cure one possessed of a devil, and said to 
Jesus, Why could not we cast him out? He replied, because 
of your unbelief; for verily I say unto-you, if ye have faith as 
“agram of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, re- 
- move hence to yonder place, and it shall remove : and nothing 

shall be impossible to you. It is worthy of remark, that in bis 
final instructigns to them, to go and teach all nations, he en- 
couraged them by this assurance, that all power in heaven and 
_ earth is given unto him; and by a promise, of lo, Iam with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world, Brethren, Jesus 
still reigns, and must reign: his command, his power, i 
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his promise are the same. Whoever laboured in his cause-i 
the faith of these without effect? It is true the most usckut 
have been ,discouraged, and lamented that the fruit of their | 
labours, has not been more proportioned to the magnitude of 
their object, and their.own unbounded desires. ‘This made 
them sometimes cry, who hath believed our report, and to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? But we must 
be very ignorant of their history, not to know that they did 
not run in. vain, nor labour in vain. How did the zeal of 
Elijah prevail to the destruction of the /prophets of Baal, and 
their idols, and groves. What wonders did those champions 
Ezra, and Nehemiah perform,.in restoring the worship of 
God, and bringing Israel to repentance. How extensively 
useful were the apostles! In. almost every place where they | 
exerted themselves, it was, with success; a great number. be- 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord. This made Paul say, Now | 
thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph ia 
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by 
us in every place. | 

Nor havegucceeding ages been without pleasing instances 
of this kind, ‘to encourage our faith, and animate our exerti- 
ons. Did Wickliffe, Luther, Calvin, and other reformers, 


' resist error, and immorality, and bear teStimony to the truth 


in vain ? Was it to ne purpose, that Brainerd laboured among 
the Indians in the wilds of America, and the Moravians in 
the frozen regions of Greenland, and Labradore, or the sultry 
climes of the western islands, and the south of Africa? Have 
Whitfield, and Wesley, traversed our own Islands, and extend- 
ed tueir itinerancies to the continents of Europe, and America 
without advantage? -No, millions of souls, gathered to our 
Shiloh by these servants of our God, are now before his throne. 
Surely, we shall not be chargeable with vanity, if in addition 
to these, we remind you efa venerated Carey, and his beloved 


_ colleagues, who are labouring with success on the plaias of 


Hindostan. Forget pot brethren, their zeal, and their faith, 
How often in the first years of their mission, amidst diflicul- 
ties, and.discouragement, do we hear them saying, we want 
proofs of conversion, and the darkness. which surrounds us is 
great; bat it is the cause of Christ in which we are engaged, 
and it must prevail, Blessed be God, he has not disappois 

their hope, nor has their faith been confounded. Let these 
things strengthen your hands, and animate you to exertion, 
We have shewn, that if you have uot to fill their sphere of 
action, you have something to. do. Whatsoever you sow, that 
shall ye reap. Go forth therefore weeping, and bearin _pre- 
cigus seed, and you shall doubtless come again with-rejoicing, 
A4 bringing 
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of the Lord; for as much as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 


“of civilization, pur polished manners, ‘our wiser laws, our 
fous tribes who sit mm darkness, and the shadow of death? 


Hiberty to the ¢aptives, and the opening of the prison to thera 


them: And the cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones 
Shall he down together: ‘and the lion shall eat straw like the 


ve 


unmoteable, always abounding in the work 


The incalculable. benefits resulting .from success, should 
stinmilate us. Review Europe, and Bins parts of the world, 
where the cause of Christ has been established : amidst all the 
@atkness which remains, and the crimes which exist to be 
deplored ; how much worse would have been their conditions, 
had not the glorious gospel of the biessed God, been dissemi- 
mated amongst them. “To what do we owe our superior state 


progress in atts, and sciences, with all the blessings, and pri- 
Vileges which surround us? Let Infidels oppose the truth, 
atid decry the gospel as they may; to -no other cause can 
effects’ so salutary be traced. What shall irtadiate the nume- 


Nothing -but the diffusion of ‘this glorions light. “What shall 
emancipate simmers enslaved by satan and their-own hearts > 
Nothing but the ‘publication of that word, whieh proclaims 


that are bound? "Whatshall utterly abolish idolatry,destroy sin, 
and transform ‘savage men into the likeness of God ? Nothing : 
can do it, but the extension of Christ's dominion; and as this 
aus, the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, aad the 

shall hedown with the’ kid, and a little child shall lead 


ox.” And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice den, 
They Shall mot Hurt nor destroy in all the holy mountains : 
for the earth ‘shall' be full of the kno of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. Brethren, what a blessed scene will 
the ‘world then exhibit! Not only vastly different from what — 
it now dors, in its regions; but from what we 
propitious abodes. And shall not our exertions 


de ip their more visi- 


cn condition of “mapkind'; in the hid- 


den extierience of believers, their influence is infinately surpas- 
aed.~ Bian has a'soul of vast desires ; the 


ts that, 


every thing suited to his condi- 


ren, Surely we teed 
| the pardon it reveals, 
| it exhibits, and ‘the nor 
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tance of the saints in light, in which thé entof these 
roust issue. As the gospel and ité influence 
is felt in the ruined soul of man, ‘what & being a 
takes place1' We see him no longer an infidel: laughing“ at 
revelation! a blind devotee, bound fast in the chains of supers 
Stition ; a’ self-righteous’ pharisee, insulting his maker “with { 
his vain pretensions, and claims ; a sensualist, wallowton id 
the mire of sin, and running’ the giddy todnd of ‘pleasurale 
} dissipation ; or a sordid slave to the mammon of unrich le 
ness.” No, he is renewed inthe spirit‘ of his mind; hébows 
to the authority of God, ‘reveres ‘his laws, and “binds the pre-e. 
eus book which reveals thenr to his heart; We behold him 
filled’ with devotion, ‘wofshi ing the Lord in the beauty of © 
and having ha confidenc6 
by | 
and distingnished “by ep 
sseth all understanding, 
Hof glory, inthepros- 
to be brought ‘untohimatthe = - 
Let us not forget, ‘that a “Single often 
| on a widely extended scale} is big ‘with: 
. The renovation’ of a sinter isimportant 
frequently contented with 
ly seldom stops there, Consider: 


madly opposed the cause of’ Christ ; how pleasing hte | 

®onguest : he presently préached the faith which he once dese 

troyed, and the kingdom ‘of Christ was enlarged By the ‘sd)va- 
tion of a great miultitade through his instrumentality. The 

effects of his’ conversion “have not yet ceased, ‘nor will they 

while the world has inallcases, the laborious, apd 


useful minister, the self. and Zealous miss} 

_ ‘Often bas the unbeli 

tains Of salvation to the parent, Gad 

Sometimes the awakening of a sijnem im dark Vilage, Or 
town, has introduced the gospel, andi | the whole © 

_ Deighbourhood ; . whereby bave been bronght into’ the 

fold of Jegus. The kingdom ‘of God “is like lesven; in ifs 

small, in its rogress certain) end wniversalin ite 

influence. If you d'be'the instruments ofimpartingthe 

grace of Christ but to one soul, that’ 

Bication toa’ thousand others ; ‘and if in the instance you 

‘would be amply rewarded, how much’ more ia all which follows. 
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, Strenuous exertions in the cause of Jesus, have an important 
influence on ourselves ; and weure personally benefitted ly 
them. Activity ip every instance is of advantage, when the 


_ @bject it embraces 15. laudable; but how much more in this. — 


The soul of the sluggard, desireth and hath nothing ; but the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich, and he that watereth shall 
be watered. ‘Thus..a good man is satisfied from himself. 
Christ says;.my meat isto do the will of him that sent me, 


. gpd to finish his work. In this he found pleasure, and by it 
he was invigorated... Was it not thus with Paul and his fellow 


labourers? Their work and sufferings were great, and weak- 
ened their outward man; but their inwardman wa} renewed 
thereby daily. Were christians more zealous in the cause of 
Christ, we. should not have to lament their barrenness so 
much; nor would they mourn as they now do, their want of 
evidengg and comfort. Who that feels concerned for his glo- 
ry, is without that abounding consolation which flows from 
him? Their faithis strengthened, their hope lively, their joy 
increased, their deyotion animated, and their souls blessed. 
They resemble, not. the coldness, and sterility of winter ; but 
the pleasant scene of nature in the spring, or the more fruitful 
and happy months. of summer and autumn. May the consi- 
deration of these incalculable benefits, nerve your most active 
powers, and make. you strenuous to increase that kingdom, 
the enlargement of which, will not only impart felicity to 
others, but fill you with it. 

The awful .responsilility which attaches to neglect, ought 
not.to be forgotten by you. Every one of us must give account 
of himself to God, who will reckon with his servants, and say 
to these who have improved the talents with which they were 
entrusted, well. done good, and faithful servant, thou hast 
been. faithful over afew things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Many of 
you have an important. trust committed unto you, in your 
children, servants, and others; all of you have something to 
dofor God, and men ; if you neglect it, how will you answer 
for it to,cither? You cannot plead gpa ps of the will of 
God; it is.revealed, and commanded with authority. You 


. €atinot. say that you are unacquainted with the ruin, and mise- 


ry of sinners; both are incontestable, and allowed by you. It 
will notdoto say you haye no cncouragement. to seek their 
salvation; these are many, as many as any .of the most.active 
servants.of the Lord have had. Whatcan you say? That 


the. cause of Christ prevails, and shall triumph? Yes, this 


2@ glorious truth ; but it-will by no:means excuse your criminal] 
indifference to it. Should you assert that the.purposes of 
God, the redemption of Christ, and the influences of the Spi- 


rit, were pot fayeurable to their salvation ; it would stand you” 
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in no ntead, nay, it, would be impious neither reason, of | 
revelation, supports the conclusion ; these things are notto _— 


be the rule of yourduty, but the plain and express inpanctions 
of the bible: if with these before you, you neglect te seekthe 
salvation of sinners, how. will you beclear of their bleed? Wik 

it not be on your own head, and required at your hands)? » Oe 
allow that if théy are hot saved, it is their own. fault, and their. 


ruin will be on themselves; but if you refrain from useing | | 
means for their salvation, you cannot be blameless, and itbe- 


comes you to consider, if im that case you are not aceessary ta 


their destruction, Awful thougtit! May it influence“you to | 
incessant labour, in secking to as 


fire: 
Finally, Your opporturities for exertion ‘witl soam. . 
‘Lhe time is short, . You have\wwonetodese; nandtaminute 
to spare. The Saviour said, F must work the works of him 
that sent me while it is day; the night cometh; in-whichno 
man can work. Was he actuated by the consideration, of the 
brevity of fife? And ought net,yon? _ Let us not, sleep as.do 
others ; but jet us watch and be sober. _ All that;you..can.do 
in the cause of Christ, must soon be done. Ere long;. you 
will not have a mite to give for its support, 4 prayerto putup — 
‘for its inerease, a sinner to'warn of his danger, or asaintto 
encourage in his warfare. Whatsoever your hand findeth to 
do, do it with all your might; for there is no work, know- 
ledge, or device, in the grave whether you are hastening. 
There all is silent, and imactive. How many since our last 
annual addtess to you, have closed their lives, and their la- 


bours ; and it is more than probable, that this is the last op- | | 


portunity we shall have of stitring. up many of yous before we 
again associate, the prevalence of your prayers, the benefit of 
our exhortations, the influence of your example, and the 
arising from your exeruions|may terminate. Indulge not 
in that supineness for a moment, the recollectionofwhich, might _ 
enmbitter your last hours by the reflection, that you: have lost 
seasons which can never recur, in neglecting ‘to promote a 
cause which is worthy of your- whole attention.>»Ratherseck — 
‘to embrace every mean which offers, and to improgeevery — 
_moment which you can, in deing something for Christy: How 
leasing will it be if on a review of an, active life, yeu, should 
be able with.the apostle, in the mearapproach of death to say, 
I am now’ ready to be offered, and the time.of my departure is 
at hand: T have fought a good fight, 1 have finished. my 
course, I have kept the faith 5 henceforth there is laid up-for 
mea crown of righteousness: which the Lord ‘the 
judge shallgive unto me, and not to me only, but unto all them = 
also whe love his appearing. That you may live zealonily at- 
tached to the interest of the Redeemer; and die happy in be- 


holding its prosperity, is the fervent prayer of your emactionst 
brethren for his sake. 


JOHN RYLAND, Moderator. 
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“BREVIATES. 


Kinossarvce, June 4th. Tuesday Evening. VII. 


Some Ministers having arrived, Brother William Giles of 
Dartmouth prayed, and Brother William Steadman preached 
from Matt. vi. 10. Thy Kingdom come. Brother R. Humphrey 
of ‘Stokegomer concluded in prayer. : 


Wednesday, Afternoon, 114. Brother Samuel Norman, of 
Modbury, prayed. Brother Ryland, was chosen Moderator. 
The letters from the churches were read, and minutes takea 
of theircontents. Brother Birt, concluded in prayer. 


Evening V14. Brother Cherry prayed. Brother H. Page 
from Ps. ixxii. 19. Let the whole earth be filled 
with tas glory. Amen and Amen, Brother T. Roberts, of 
‘Thursday, Morning. V1. Four Brethren , viz. Jos, 
Sprague, of Bovey ; Richard Giil, of Loughwood Christopher 
Anderson, of Edinburgh; and R. Scotti of Lyme. After which 
we ‘received the money for the Association Fund, amounting 
to s£125. Os. 3d. and also the Subscriptions for Letters. 


_. Brother Winterbotham prayed. Brother John Toms of 
Chard, preached from Zech. ix. 2. <As for thee also, by the 
blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners, out of 
the fat wherein is no water, Brother Saffery read the Gene- 
ral, Letter to the Churches, and closed with prayer. After 
the ‘Congregation had retired, the, Money of the Fund was 
distributed. 

Afternoon. Ill, Brother Wm, Rowe of Redruth prayed. 
Brother Ryland preached from Acts xx. 21. Testifying both 
to the Jews, sa dahe to the Greeks, repentance toward GOD, 
and faithitoward our Lord Jesus Christ. The Service was _ 
closed in prayer by Brother D. Sprague of Exeter, the only 
Minister present, .who was also present at the last Association 
at Siagueddes. in 1776. The Ministers and Messengers 


stopped, passed various Resolutions, and ordered the printing 
of the Circular Letter. 


Evening: VII. Brother Opie Smith prayed’ Brother Saffery 
preached from Mark xv. 31. Likewise also the chief priests, 
mocking, said among theinselves, with the scribes, He saved 
‘ethers, himself he cannot save. Brother Sharp concluded the 
public Service by prayer. \ : 

_ "The Ministers and Messengers staid to finish the Business 
of the Association, which was closed in prayer by the Mode- 
Sator, A Lerres 
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_ A Lerrtk without @ Signature having been received by 
the Moderator, and presented to the Association ; it-was pro-— 
- posed’ and resolved unanimously; That the. Association will 
take no Notice of anonymous Letters, . | | 
Resolved, that the Letters from the Churches be read in 
future, only before the Ministers, Messengers, and Members | 
of Baptist Churches. 

- Resolved, to repeat the recommendation to those Churches 
who have hitherto contributed very little to the Fund, tomake — 
a public Collection for it, on the day when they sign the 

Letter to the Association. 

V Resolved, to recommend the Case of the Church at Mod-— 


tury, Devon, wh are under the necessity of building a new _ 


Meeting-house ; and to repeat the recommendation of the case 
of the Church at Brixham. | 
Jt is\intended to hold the next Association at Beckington, 
Somerset, on the Wednesday and. Thursday.in Waitsun — 
Week, 1806. Brother Winterbotham of Horsley, and Bro- 
ther Roberts of Brixham, to preach, In case of failure, Bro- 
ther Sprague of Bovey, and Brother Claypole, of Bratton. 
Put up at the Woolpacks Inn. Brother Winterbotham to draw — 
up the General Letter on The Importance of Perseverance, 


-@ It is requested that the Churches would, in their next 


Letters, endeavottr to specify the number of Members in each 
Church. | 


State of the Churches since the last Association, 


By Baptism - 296 By Death - 63 


Received <By Letter g1 Removed Dismission 


- 9 Exclusion « 
Added——3 34. Dimi 
Clear Increase 132. 


_ The Association was in every respect remarkably agreeable; 

and the promised presence of our blessed Lord, ier sensibly 
pe ee But the close on the Thursday Evening was i- 
arly impressive. Brother Nicholson, the Pastor of the : 

: at Kingsbridge, having affectionately thanked the Brethren for 


bk their attendance, the Moderator returned thanks. in:the name 


of the Association, to the Christian Brethren and Inhabitants 
‘of Kingsbridge, for the very kind attention they had shewn us : 
after which he added; ‘ And now in the presence of GOD 
and this Assembly, we do covenant afresh with GOD. end with 


each other, that we will lift up the rod seria ear A 


d 
¥ 
. 
we 
4 a 
4 
| 
i 
Resto 
é 
a. 
4 
» 
> 


14 
the stem of Jesse, as an ensign to the people, that to it the 


in the-strengeth of divine grace, that we will know 
Christ, and him crucified ; and in all our 
ions will recommend him to our perishing JSellow sin- 
mers, assured that there is salvation in And to the 
end of our lives we will labor to advance his honor and glory, 
and to promote his blessed kingdom. So uztre us O GOD 
OUR GAVioUR!” At these words he solemnly lifted his hand 
to heaves, and the Ministers as with one heart and yoiec, 
added a loud and hearty “ Amen” 


Letters were received from the following Churches, though 
several, dy reason of their distance, salicaionel Messen- 
gers to the Association. 


CoOanwatt. | 23. Calne, Taylor 
Downton, 
Grittleton, 
e | 97. Maimibury, 
2. Athburton, Houfe 28. Melkfham Thomas Ward 
Davies 29. Salifbury, John Saffery 
Brixham, hos. Roberts: "Somer seTsuine, 
é Cullumpton, § Sam. Rumfon 
gy. Dartmouth, Wm. Giles 30. Bath, . P, Porter 
Exeter, Dan. 31. Beckington, Hitnton 
9. F. Nicholjon 32. Bridgewater, . . Morgan 
30. Modbury, .. .5em. Norman | 33. Briftol, in Ryland 
a4. Plymouth Dock ‘th entry Page 
as. Plymou Bri in 
a3. gs. Chard, ohn Toms 
Liberty Sttect, W. Steadman Crofcombe, Sam Evans 
14. Prefcott, Benj. Thomas } 37. Frome, | John Kingdon 
Upottery Stephen Bi . Horfington, n Cox 
| Pauiton, | Sotteridge 
39. Mic 
| Den Miall Horfely, Winterbotham 
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N. B. The friends of pure and undefiled Religion are hereby 
cautioned against a swindling Impostor, assuming the names 
sometimes of Rowe, and sometimes of Thos. Tyler, who 
lately travelled through Devonshire, assuming the Character 
of a Dissenting Minister, He is said now to be in Mon- 
mouthshire, and thereto give’ out that he is of the Baptist 


Denomination. But he certainly deserves to be discoune. 


tenanced by all professors of Godliness, — ' 
Lately published, 
1. A View of Religions, in three parts. By Hannah Adams 


A new edition with corrections and additions,. To which is | 
prefixed, An Essay on Truth, by Andrew Fuller. p. p. 


500. Svo. Qs. 12mo. Gs, Button and Williams. 


2. An Alstract of the Gracious.Dealings of GOD, with sever 
ral eminent Christians in their conversion and sufferings, 
By the late Samuel James, M. A. of Hitchin, Herts. 
Eighth Edition, with additions by his Sgn, Isaac James, 

8vo. p. p. 103. Bighteen Pence. Button, 


Bristol. 


3. Three Sermons, preached at Salter’s-Hall, Londem; to 


which is added, A Discourse, aclivered at Maze-Pond, 


Southwark ; By James Dore. 8vo. 3s. 


4. Religious Experience-essenitial to a Christian Minister. A 


Sermon delivered before the Bristol Education Society, By 

5. The Holy Spirit, the Spirjt of Truth. A Sermon at the 
Baptist Monthly Association. By James Dore. 1s. - 


6. Pastoral Cautions; an Address to the late Mr. Thomas — 
Hopkins, when ordained’ Pastor-of the Church of Christ in - 


Eagle-Street, London, July 13th, 1785. .By Abraham 

7. Periodical Accounts, relating to the Baptist Missionary 

8. Extracts from various Anthors-; with Remarks on the 
Mode, Subjects, aud) History of Baptism. By Thomas. 
Westlake, Exeter. 12mo, 115 pages. Eighteen Pence. 

9. A Narrative of the Behaviour and Death of Thomas Davis, 


executed at Oxford, Match 25th, 1805. By James Hinton, 


12mo, 6d, 


fy Mr. Burrow is about to republish that valuable 
Treatise by the Rev. Rost. Harr, Senr, of Arnsby, catitled, 
Help to Zion's Travellers.” 


. James, 
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A 
Coittemplations, 
Tending to 
FRowore GOSPEL PRINCIPLES AND A GooD CONVERSATION 
IN CHRIST, 


comprising, may of grt which be 


Revised from the Original published in 1680. 

palates that can taste immortal truth; 
“Anuipid else, and sure to be despised: 

| 


and sold by Haaris and Bavax, Corn-strect. 
Sold also by Burrow and Sow, Paternoster-Row, . 


And T, Stationer’s-Court, London, 


Price bd, is, Od, 
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